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Club Co-Founder Dave Royce is 

stepping back, but not away, after 

five years at the wheel 

 

Hail to the 
(Outgoing)

Chief 

By Mark “Scoop” Talkington 

 
Five years, 200 events, 700 forum 

members, and 54,000 forum posts.  
 
One president. 
 
Puget Sound Mini Motoring Club, the 

little car club for little cars, has stood the 
test of time. And now the time has come 
to step back for one of its founding 
fathers, and the only president it has ever 
known. Dave “MINI-Rolls” Royce officially 
turned over the reins to Linda 
“Woodstock” Grouell on March 10, as the 
2009 Board of Directors took its place. 

 
“It’s like raising your kid to grow up, and 

then shoving it out the door,” he said after 
the Tuesday meeting. “The club has gone 
further than I ever thought it would go.” 

 
Boy has it gone far.  
 
“We had five cars at our first event,” he 

recalled. “We went from Renton to Maple 
Valley, back to Issaquah, and back to 
Renton. It took about two hours.” 

 
“It was something I wanted to see 

happen,” he said, discussing how the 
original group of MINI owners broke from 
another group to form the Pacific 
Northwest’s official MINI club. “It was 
something that was important.” 

 
Today it’s not unusual for 30 or more 
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Above, PS MINI 

outgoing President Dave 

Royce has the crowd 

laughing during trophy 

presentations at the 

2007 Winged Victory 

rally. Below, his familiar 

Blue Meanie MINI on 

display outside the 

gominigo trailer at the 

MINIs at Lemay event in 

summer 2008. 

cars to participate in a run. More than 
50 at an event is not uncommon. About 
100 members and guests attended the 
last holiday party. 

 
As much as the members have kept 

up the momentum, more than one 
agrees that a majority of the credit for 
the existence of PS MINI should go to 
Dave, along with his wife, Meg. 

 
“Dave was always generous with his 

time and mechanical expertise,” 
recalled Kristin Eberly, 
Communications Officer and a club 

member since 2004. “Throughout the 
first few years, whenever 
circumstances prevented a board 
member from fulfilling their duties, Dave 
and Meg stepped up to the plate.” 

“Having organized almost everything 
the club did for at least the first three 
years, while holding a full-time job and 
running a side business, along with 
everything life throws at all of us, I’m 
sure he’s exhausted.  I sure would be.” 

See “Chief,” page 2 



  

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

Chief 
Continued from page 1 
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Meet Your 2009 PS MINI Officers 

 
Among his early efforts to make club membership, and MINI 

driving, more enjoyable, Dave: 
 
 
Á Worked to find club sponsors who could give discounts on 

merchandise and services. 
Á Arranged four pulley parties at a well-equipped garage 

where members got their pulleys installed at a discount.   
Á Organized multiple trips to Griots where club members 

learned how to details their cars. 
Á Organized two Toys for Tots drives, and two runs 

collecting donations for Northwest Harvest.   
Á Worked with Don Kitch at Pacific Raceways and 

Northwest MINI for months to organize two MINI track 
days with reduced rates. 

Á Single-handedly organized annual car shows, including 
venue, registration, and sponsor donations, in 2005 and 
2006, and was instrumental in organizing the 2007 car 
show.   

Why stop now? Dealing with numerous family emergencies 
and illnesses has taken its toll during the past year. He chose 
not to run for re-election in 2009 in order to catch his breath. 

 “I’ve got a lot of stuff on my plate right now,” he said. “Having 

to step up and do club stuff, it’s stressful. I need this year to step 
back and do some family stuff.” 

His PS MINI family, however, will continue to be an integral 
part of Dave’s life. 

“Of course I’m still going to be at events,” he said. “But I’m not 
going to have to worry about coordinating any of them.” 

   “I think up until now it’s been and will continue to be 
successful,” the outgoing president said of PS MINI. “All the 
events are good. We’re recognized by vendors and other clubs. 
Everybody knows about this club.” 

 
 “I don’t know if it’s surprising,” he concluded. “It’s not because 

of me. It’s because of everybody in the club. The members are 
active. They pass out You Were Spotted cards and generate a 
lot of interest.” 

Linda Grouell 
 

Position 
President 

 
Club Name 
Woodstock 

 
Vision 

I never want to 
forget why we 

joined thi s club and 
why most people 

join --  to participate 
in a group with a 

common interest in 
the MINI for 

enjoyment and 
exchange of 
knowledge . 

 

Don New 
 

Position 
Vice President 

 
Club Name 

Kulmini 
 

Vision 

To work with the 
membership to 
enhance  mutual 

admiration  of the 
MINI  Cooper  and to 
create events that 

enhance that 
admiration while 

having fun.  

Kristin Eberly 
 

Position 
Communications Officer 

 
Club Name 

Kristin 
 

Vision 

With 25 years in 
mortgage banking, 

most of it as an 
underwriter, I love my 
computer, paperwork 
and numbers. I also 

love my MINI and this 

club.   

 

Mitch Hansen 
 

Position 
Finance Officer 

 
Club Name 
Hipcheck 

 
Vision 

I vow to protect the 
club's treasure with 

my life.   I have 
devised a series of 

clues and ciphers to 
protect the location of 

this treasure.  

 
Martin Wild 

 
Position 

Events Officer 
 

Club Name 
Wildfamily 

 
Vision 

I plan to build on our 
past success and 

make Puget Sound 
MINI Club the best in 

the country.  

Thank you 2008 board members! 
 
The new PS MINI officers want to extend our appreciation in 
thanking the other officers that are part of the outgoing board 
from 2008.  Eric Werner as Vice President and Ina Engel as 
Treasurer, both offered their services to the club this last 
year as did Kristin Eberly, who will continue in her role in 
2009. Great work!  



  

Looking forward … 
 

Event: AMVIV 6 

Date:  March 26-29 

Details: Sixth annual A MINI 

Vacation In Vegas 

Location: Las Vegas 

 

Event: 28th Annual Tulip Rally 

Date:  April 25 

Details: Featuring the 50th 

anniversary of Mini 

Location: Starts in LaConner 
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Watch the PSMINI.org forum for exact times and departure points, and for any changes. 

 

Event: Stonehenge Drive &  

Winery Tours 

Date: May 30-31 

Details: Wine tasting, driving the 

private Maryhill Loops Road, night 

time observatory visit 

Location: In and around Goldendale 

 

Event: Winged Victory IV 

Date:  June 13-14 

Details: 90-mile, MINI-only gimmick 

rally -- a crowd favorite! 

Location: Begins in Olympia; Ends 

with banquet at last check point 

 

Looking back … 
 
A sampling of events from the winter  

December 
 
6: Dick’s Drive-In lunch, Seattle, 6 MINIs 

 

14: PS MINI 2008 Christmas Party, Varsity Grill, 

Tacoma, 100 people attending 

January 
 
17: Drive and Neapolitan pizza in Renton, 8 MINIs  

 

18: Little Creek Casino brunch & run, Shelton,  

20 MINIs 

Photo by “bbm” 

PS MINI members enjoyed  VIP parking outside Landmark of 
the Sound during the Poverty Bay Wine Festival in March. 

February 
 
7: Spotted Cow Coffee and Flying Heritage 

Museum Tour, Mill Creek 

 

21: North, South, East and West Coffee, 

South Center, 21 MINIs 

 

 

Photo by Las Vegas Police Department 

Martin “Wildfamily” Wild was one of more than 
a dozen PS MINI members who attended A 
MINI Vacation In Vegas (AMVIV) 5 last year. 

March 
 
1: Poverty Bay Wine Festival, Des Moines,  

6 MINIs 

 

14: Breakfast at the Shipwreck Café, Lacey, 

10 MINIs 

 



 

 

 
First car:  a 1976 Datsun “Li’l Hustler” pickup.  

 Worst car: 1997 Chevy Blazer. “I had to slow to almost 

a stop to corner and it was a kite in the wind. Its only 

redeeming quality is I could get three dogs in the back.” 

First concert:  John Denver “in the round” at the Seattle 

Coliseum in 1975. 

Currently in your CD player: Beach House on the 

Moon by Jimmy Buffett.  

Three things always in the MINI:  “The plug-in cooler 

stocked with Diet Coke; Speed Shine; and my favorite 

pair of Oakleys.” 

Best road trip: Astoria to Depoe Bay 1988. “The 

highlight was when we pulled over and turned off the 

engine in the BMW to listen to a couple Ferraris go by.”  

Honorable mention: Glarus, Switzerland to Vienna, 

Austria 1978. 

Favorite road food: Goldfish crackers 

Worst idea I ever had: Cutting my own hair 

Coke or Pepsi: Coke 

Better investment – stock market or stock MINI? 

:Stock MINI – they hold their value and they’re way more 

fun than the stock market.” 

 

10 turns with: Kristin 

COME JOIN  
THE FUN  

Check out our forums at 

www.psmini.org. You’ll get to 

know the members and browse 

through current and past topics. 

It’s also free to join us at events. 

 

Of course, membership has its 

privileges. Paid members are 

covered by group insurance 

during events, and receive 

discounts from a number of local 

and national vendors. 

Membership is $25 per year.  

 

For more information, e-mail: 

psmini.org@comcast.net. 

PS Mini Motoring Club 
5502 25 th  Ave. W  
Everett, WA 98203  

 

 

Kristin and her husband Rich live in Roy. They share a 24-acre farm with four horses,  

two MINI donkeys (Thanks Col & Sheila!), two Newfoundlands, two cats, and Tony the Llama 
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Meet Communications Officer Kristin Eberly, owner of Red Devil, a 

2004 Chili Red and White Cooper S JCW. 

http://www.psmini.org/

